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Article 5

Handwriting Example 30
/

What is this?
This is part of a list of people who
obtained domestic passports (inrikes
pass) to travel outside of their home
area.
Ever since the age of Gustaf I
(Vasa) in the 1500s the authorities
made it important to have a domestic
passport if you wanted to travel. The
initial reason was to furnish travellers with passports to show to the
farmers that they (the travellers)
were travelling on official business
and was entitled to use the farmers'
horses for a certain distance. Later
on the reasons were changed. Now
the authorities wanted to be able to
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control trade and also to keep vagrants and other undesirables from
travelling. In 1812 stricter rules were
enforced, that were not abolished
until 1860. The same concerned passport for travelling abroad. By that
time the advent of canal boats and
the railroads had made it impossible
for the government to keep track of
everybody who left their homeplace.
Passports for foreign travel were
again instituted during WWI, and
are still in use. Inside the European
Union you don't have to show them
when you cross borders, but it is good
to have it with you just in case you
need to prove your identity for some
reason.

From 1812 people could obtain
their domestic passports at the
county seat or at their local magistrates court. The government agencies made lists of all passports they
had issued. Copies of these lists then
had to be sent in to the Chancellor of
Justice in Stockholm, and are still
kept in their archives. The original
lists are kept in the regional archives
(landsarkiven).
A. huge project is now underway by
the Swedish Genealogical Society
(GF) to digitize these lists and later
index them and make them available
online for their members.
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